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ATA in Ireland  
Advance Pitstop, Ireland’s number one independent 
car servicing specialists have been associated with the 
ATA since 2007. 

The main objective of the company’s association with ATA 
was to strengthen 
the training skills that 
they identifi ed in their 
own workforce and 
to ensure that the 
motoring public who 
visited the extensive 
Advance Pitstop 
network (over 40 
branches throughout 
Ireland), would have 
increased confi dence 
in the skilled resources 
that were looking after their vehicles.

Initially Advance Pitstop set up a partnership with approved 
assessment centre Delphi, and the company sent their 

selected technicians over to 
Delphi’s Training centre in Warwick 
to undertake the three assessments 
within the light vehicle route. 

In 2009 Advance Pitstop opened 
their own dedicated Training and 
Assessment centre in a specially 
designed location in Kilkenny. 
This was assisted in no small 
part with support from Dan Main 

and his team at Delphi and to date Advance Pitstop have 
put 99 people through the assessment process. In order 
to continue the process of continuous improvement, the 
company also commenced the ATA Fast Fit assessment 
earlier this year.

Declan Walsh, Technical Training Manager said:

“Advance Pitstop are extremely proud of our relationship 
with the ATA Scheme, and ensure that each branch in 
the network displays our association with ATA and the 
technician certifi cates in our reception areas for our 
customers to be confi dent in ensuring that we 
try to live our mission statement: 

Advance Pitstop – We Make Driving Safer”. 

Pictured above is Declan Walsh 
and Technician Robert McCarthy

Rental and Leasing
Those working in rental and 
leasing can now have their skills 
recognised with a dedicated ATA 
route following the culmination 
of a successful pilot involving six 
of the major organisations in this 
sector and the BVRLA.

Nora Leggett, Head of Member Services at the BVRLA said: “As well as 
giving a boost to individual careers, employers will benefi t from being able 
to demonstrate that they employ ATA registered technicians”

Those considering accreditation in any ATA route can fi nd out more by 
visiting the website www.automotivetechnician.org.uk 

Stuart White from Complete Car Maintenance in Surrey has been 
named Top Technician 2010 after winning the national competition.  

Stuart who is an ATA Master Technician was unveiled as the winner at 
the Workshop exhibition at the Birmingham NEC.
Stuart took the top spot after winning through a series of online, practical 
and written tests set by chief judge, Ian Gillgrass of the IMI.  The ATA 
scheme is the technical partner of the annual competition.
Visit www.toptechnician.org.uk to find out more about the 2011 
competition.

Winner announced

Nora Leggett, Head of Member Services at the BVRLA said: “As well as 

Promoting ATA to the motorist
The IMI is dedicated to making UK motorists aware of the ATA scheme and the benefits of 
using a business that employs ATA registered individuals.  Our consumer campaign has 
already achieved prominent press and online coverage with articles featured in The Sunday 
Times, The Guardian, Daily Express and the Evening Standard.  
An industry poll of over 2000 UK adults commissioned by the ATA scheme revealed that 
most people have no idea how to check whether their technician was up to the job, with 
eight out of ten people admitting they think it is difficult to tell a good technician from a bad 
one.  Tellingly, 82% of those polled thought that an industry wide standard for 
technicians would improve the reputation of the motor repair industry.

Continued overleaf

Following a pilot programme, two 
levels applicable to technicians 
working in the fast fi t sector have 

now been introduced.  Accreditation includes a series of practical 
assessments incorporating areas such as tyres, exhausts, battery 
and related components, wheel alignment and customer care.  
Candidates are also required to take an online knowledge test. 

Visit www.automotivetechnician.org.uk for more information. 

ATA 11 4pp.indd   4 15/06/2010   16:20



ATA contact details:
General information: Jenni Hearmon
Marketing materials: Kelly Shipp
PR support: Simon Bennett

ATA Update is published by The Institute of the Motor Industry.
Automotive Technician Accreditation (ATA) is a registered Trademark of the IMI.
Telephone 01992 511521 or email info@automotivetechnician.org.uk 

Editor: Simon Bennett. Email simonb@motor.org.uk

Designed and printed by Quadrant.

Update your work details online and be 
in with a chance of winning a bottle of 
Champagne!
It is important that the work details we hold for you are up to date 
and accurate.  If these are correct, it will ensure that motorists can 
easily locate the business you work for when they search online at 
www.okwithata.com.  It will also help to ensure the ATA iPhone 
app remains up to date.

You can update your details by logging onto the Registered 
Technician’s area of the website – 
www.automotivetechnician.org.uk 

If you notice that the workplace details shown are incorrect please 
update your details online and we will automatically enter you into a 
prize draw to win a bottle of Champagne!

Winner will be drawn on Friday 30th July 2010.

CompetitionPromoting ATA to the 
motorist (continued)
The poll also had some interesting insights on what the public 
considered important when choosing where to have their car 
serviced or repaired.  Not surprisingly, over 80% of people 
polled thought price was an important consideration. However, 
about the same number also thought it was important to select 
a company that employed professionally accredited individuals.
The poll shows that there is a consumer demand for the clear 
identification of competent technicians,” explained Simon 
Bennett, PR Executive at the IMI. “With nearly 24,000 holding 
accredited status, if you employ an ATA registered individual 
then its worth shouting about.  Customers can then relax, safe 
in the knowledge that they are in good hands”.
To view some of the coverage the scheme has achieved 
visit: http://www.automotivetechnician.org.uk/ata-media-
coverage/press-articles.html

 

Following discussions between the IMI and VOSA it is has 
been agreed that ATA Diagnostic Level is to be accepted 
as one of the approved routes for technicians who wish to 
become qualifi ed MOT testers.

Technicians who meet the criteria and who wish to become 
an approved MOT tester should contact VOSA for further 
information or visit www.dft.gov.uk/vosa 

ATA now an approved 
route for MOT testers

IMI unveils new 
management 
accreditation 
scheme
Automotive Management Accreditation (AMA) will work on a 
similar basis to ATA but is the fi rst accreditation model designed 
to address managerial needs specifi c to the sector. Less than 
18% of managers within the automotive retail industry have 
gained a level 4 qualifi cation or assessed training programme 
compared to an average of 45% in all other sectors.

With the sector facing some very real challenges in the next 
decade, development of strategic and operational management 
skills is vital.

For more information about the scheme visit 
www.automotivemanagement.org.uk 

Pictured below is the succesful pilot group.
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